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Review of the Statement of Community Involvement 

 10 October 2019

1. Introduction

1.1 Under regulation 10A of The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended)1, the city council must review its 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) at least once every five years, 
starting from its adoption date, to ensure that its contents is kept up to date 
and remain relevant, to ensure effective community involvement at all stages 
of the planning process and to reflect any changes to engagement.  This 
requirement was introduced more than five years after the adoption of 
Salford’s SCI, which was in January 2010, but it is considered appropriate to 
review the SCI at this time.

2. National changes since the SCI was adopted

Changes to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

2.1 Section 13 of the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 amended section 18 of 
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) to expand 
the local authority functions that the SCI needs to cover, to include:

 Section 13 of the 2004 Act: Survey of local area. This requires the city 
council to keep under review the matters which may be expected to 
affect the development of its area or the planning of its development.

 Section 15 of the 2004 Act: Local development scheme. This requires 
the city council to prepare and maintain a scheme that identifies the 
timetable for the preparation and revision of any development plan 
documents.

2.2 In relation to these legislative changes, Government guidance explains that:

“Local planning authorities must set out in their Statement of Community 
Involvement how they will engage communities on the preliminary stages of 
plan-making, specifically survey stage and Local Development Scheme. This 
does not apply to those plans which have passed Regulation 18(1) stage of 
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 
before 31 July 2018 in respect of that particular plan/ Statement of Community 
Involvement.”2

1 HM Government (December 2017) Statutory Instrument 2017 No. 1244: The Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2017
2 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (March 2019) Planning practice guidance: 
Plan-making, paragraph 035
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2.3 The city council is currently involved in the production of two development 
plan documents that will cover the whole of Salford:

 Salford Local Plan
 Greater Manchester Spatial Framework, which also covers the other 

nine local authority areas within Greater Manchester

2.4 Both of these documents had reached the Regulation 18(1) stage before 31 
July 2018, and so they can be completed without having to update the SCI to 
reflect the additional requirements relating to the survey of area and local 
development scheme. Nevertheless, the introduction of those requirements 
indicates that the SCI will need to be updated before work commences on any 
other development plan documents.

2.5 The Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 further amended section 18 of the 
2004 Act to state that:

“(2B) A statement of community involvement must set out the local planning 
authority's policies for giving advice or assistance under—

(a) paragraph 3 of Schedule 4B to the principal Act (advice or 
assistance on proposals for making of neighbourhood 
development orders), and

(b) paragraph 3 of Schedule A2 to this Act (advice or assistance on 
proposals for modification of neighbourhood development 
plans).

(2C) The reference in subsection (2B)(a) to Schedule 4B to the principal Act 
includes that Schedule as applied by section 38A(3) of this Act 
(process for making neighbourhood development plans). ”3

2.6 These changes came into effect on 31 July 2018 by virtue of regulation 4 of 
The Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3) Regulations 
2018.

2.7 The current SCI was adopted before the neighbourhood planning regime was 
introduced. Hence, it will need to be updated to explain the city council’s 
policies for providing advice or assistance in relation to the making of 
neighbourhood development orders and the production of neighbourhood 
development plans. In the interim, the city council has already set out on its 
website its approach to providing advice and assistance on neighbourhood 
planning.

Changes to the regulations for producing development plan documents

2.8 The introduction to the SCI explains that:

3 Section 6 of the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 inserting a new subsections 2B and 2C into 
section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
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“Considerable guidance has been published on community engagement and 
full regard has been had to this in the production of this document. This 
document follows the processes and recommendations set out in:

 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004;

 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2008;

 Planning Policy Statement 12: creating strong safe and prosperous 
communities through Local Spatial Planning; and

 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2009”4

2.9 The regulations that are referred to have all since been superseded by The 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, 
and subsequent amendments. These changes to the regulations do not 
impact significantly on the ability to understand the city council’s approach to 
involving people in the planning process, as the stages are essentially the 
same. However, it would clearly be beneficial for the SCI to reflect the latest 
regulations, so as to minimise the potential for any misunderstandings and to 
ensure that the description of current regulatory requirements is up-to-date.

Changes to the regulations for processing planning applications

2.10 Similar to the plan-making process, many of the regulations applicable to the 
development management process have been superseded since the adoption 
of the SCI. The regulations that have replaced or augmented them include, 
amongst others, The Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (England) Order 2015, The Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015, The Town and Country 
Planning (Permission in Principle) (Amendment) Order 2017, and The Town 
and Country Planning (Section 62A Applications) (Procedure and 
Consequential Amendments) Order 2013.

2.11 As with the sections on plan-making, these regulatory changes do not mean 
that the approach in the SCI in relation to planning applications is incorrect, 
but it would be appropriate to update them to fully reflect the current 
regulations.

Changes to national and regional policy

2.12 The system of Planning Policy Statements that applied when the SCI was 
adopted has since been replaced by the National Planning Policy Framework 
and related Planning Practice Guidance. Several sections of the Planning 
Practice Guidance are relevant to the SCI, including the ‘Consultation and 

4 Salford City Council (January 2010) Statement of Community Involvement, paragraph 1.3
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pre-decision matters’ section, which sets out the process and expectations on 
consultation of planning applications, and the ‘Plan-making’ section.

2.13 Since the SCI was adopted, the Government has abolished the system of 
regional spatial strategies.

2.14 The existing SCI is not considered to be inconsistent with national policy. 
However, it would be beneficial for it to be updated to reflect changes in 
national policy and guidance.

3. Review Conclusion

3.1 There have been some significant changes since the SCI was adopted in 
January 2010, including:

 Legislative requirements extending the scope of SCIs to include the 
survey of area stage of plan-making, the local development scheme, 
and the approach to neighbourhood planning

 Revisions to regulations governing the plan-making and development 
management processes

 Updates to national policy and guidance
 Increased use of digital technology and social media

3.2 In light of these changes, it is concluded that the SCI should be updated. In 
addition to responding to the aforementioned changes, it would also be 
appropriate to revisit the overall approach in the SCI to public involvement in 
planning to ensure that it remains relevant and inclusive.

4 Next Steps

4.1 Although the SCI requires updating, it is not considered to be creating any 
significant issues in its current form. For example, the city council’s approach 
to advising and assisting on neighbourhood planning is clearly set out on its 
website, and the applicability of the proposed approach to different stages of 
the plan-making and planning application processes remains appropriate and 
comprehensible even if the references to specific underlying regulations are 
out-of-date. If the SCI was to be updated at the current time then there is a 
risk that it could create some confusion as to how it relates to the existing 
Local Plan process.

4.2 As a result, and given available resources, it is proposed that the updating of 
the SCI should not commence until the ongoing Local Plan has progressed 
further.  A timetable for the update of the SCI will be included in a future 
version of the Local Development Scheme. 
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